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CHAPTER NEWS 

Crew Roster Welcome back to the Curie! We hope you enjoy 

your stay with us. Over the past quarter, the 

chapter has made many noteworthy 

accomplishments on our eventful journey through 

the stars! 

First, the Marie Curie’s Extra Life initiative (led by 

Chief Operations Officer Ren and Chief Science 

Officer Jen) successfully raised over $300 for 

Children’s Miracle Hospitals over two months of 

streaming!  Huzzah!  

The ship’s annual Halloween Costume Contest 

(organized by Chief Operations Officer Ren) and 

Spooky Trek marathon streaming event (hosted by 

Chief Communications Officer Samantha) 

resulted in fun memories and exciting moments 

for the crew in October.  For the first time this 

year, we’ve been able to include Spooky Trek 

episodes from new Trek shows, such as Discovery, 

Strange New Worlds, and Lower Decks! 

The Curie’s annual December Secret Santa Gift 

Exchange (run by Chief Operations Officer Ren) 

went off without a hitch!  Each crewmember who 

signed up received a thoughtful and well-earned 

gift by the end of the month.  Thanks to Ren for 

making it happen again this year! 

Chapter elections occurred once again in 

November this year, and Captain Steven has 

resumed his role as head of our chapter for 

another term. Here’s to you, Cap! 

Finally, the Curie’s D&D campaign will be starting 

this quarter, led by Chief Communications Officer 

Samantha. Take a look at our #tabletop-general 

chat room for times if you’d like to sit in and watch 

the game! 

That’s all for now, live long and prosper, Curie! 

Command 

Captain Steven – Commanding Officer 

 

Science 

Lieutenant Jen – Chief Science Officer 

Lieutenant Junior Grade Seth – Deputy Chief of Sciences 

Lieutenant Niamh 

 

Operations 

Lieutenant Commander Ren – Chief Operations Officer 

Lieutenant Bryan – Deputy Chief of Operations 

Ensign Patrick 

 

Engineering 

Commander Meg "Squirrels" – Chief Engineering Officer & 

First Officer 

Lieutenant Stephen – Ship’s Librarian & Judge Advocate 

General Officer 

 

Tactical 

Lieutenant Erica – Chief Tactical Officer 

Ensign Bianca 

 

Communications 

Lieutenant Samantha – Chief Communications Officer 

 

Medical 

Commander James – Chief Medical Officer 

Captain Brady 
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SCIENCE DECK 

“Second star to the right, and straight on ‘til morning.”  

-James T. Kirk (quoting Peter Pan), Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered Country 

Before the days of magnetic compasses to guide explorers, the earliest navigation methods were suited for localized 

travel as they observed and referenced land masses and landmarks relative to sun and star positioning for guidance.  

As explorers began to branch out to the open ocean (where there were no known landmarks), they learned a 

method of navigation called Celestial Navigation—or astronavigation—which uses angles between celestial objects 

(the stars, moon, sun) and the horizon to determine spatial orientation and position. 

There are various accounts of the origin of Celestial Navigation, but it is believed to date back about 4,000 years, 

with the Phoenicians being the first civilization known to have used the technique. It is still used today by NASA 

and space exploring agencies for space missions, albeit in a more advanced form.   

In the northern hemisphere on Earth, the North Star, Polaris, has been used as the celestial reference point to 

guide explorers north. Polaris is part of the Little Dipper constellation, and is relatively easy to locate in the 

northern sky: it appears to remain in a fixed location while other celestial bodies seemingly rotate around it.  This 

is due to its position roughly direct above the Earth’s north pole, along the planet’s rotational axis—the north 

celestial pole. 

 

 

Finding Our Way Among the Stars 
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A counterpart to Polaris is absent in the southern 

hemisphere.  The constellation Crux (the Southern Cross) is 

instead one of the constellations typically used to locate the 

celestial south pole and guide explorers in the Southern 

Hemisphere.  Fun fact: the Southern Cross is featured on 

the flags of Australia, New Zealand, Brazil, Samoa and 

Papua New Guinea! 

Crux is a small cluster of stars between the constellations 

Centaurus and Musca, consisting of: 

Acrux (Alpha Crucis, α Cru) 

Mimosa (Beta Crucis, β Cru) 

Gacrux (Gamma Crucis, γ Cru) 

Imai (Delta Crucis, δ Cru) 

Ginan (Epsilon Crucis, ε Cru) 

The stars are less than five degrees apart, which EarthSky.org describes as “about the width of your three middle 

fingers held at arm’s length.”      

To find the celestial south pole using Crux, draw a line connecting Gacrux (γ) to Acrux (α)—representing the top 

and the bottom of the cross—then extend this line approximately four times the length of the cross from the 

bottom of the cross.  Draw a line straight down from that distance, connecting to the horizon.  Although Crux 

moves around in the sky throughout the year, the “foot” of the cross always points towards the celestial south 

pole.   

Courtesy of Western Washington University, 

https://www.wwu.edu/astro101/a101_constellations.shtml 

Courtesy of Australian Broadcasting Company, 

https://www.abc.net.au/science/articles/2009/07/2

7/3169018.htm 
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“There are four hundred billion 

stars in our galaxy, we’ve only 

explored a tiny fraction.”   

-Captain Jonathan Archer, 

Enterprise 

The International Astronomical Union, 

IAU, currently recognizes 88 constellations.  

Of these, 57 stars can be used for Celestial 

Navigation—which requires knowledge of 

at least 38 constellations. 

https://www.iau.org/public/themes/const

ellations/ 

https://aa.usno.navy.mil/data/Nav_Star_C

hart 

Constellations in the night sky shift dependent on 

seasons and time of year, but there are a total of 

eight “circumpolar constellations,” which are 

unique to the northern and southern hemispheres, 

do not set below the horizon, and can be seen in the 

night sky year-round.  As the name suggests, 

circumpolar constellations are found near and circle 

around the celestial poles.   

In the northern hemisphere, there are five main 

circumpolar constellations found circling Polaris: 

Cassiopeia, Cepheus, Draco, Ursa Major, and Ursa 

Minor.  Camelopardalis is also a circumpolar 

constellation, but is faint in contrast to the others. 

In the southern hemisphere, there are three main 

circumpolar constellations which circle the Celestial 

South Pole: Carina, Centaurus and Crux. 
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Andromeda Galaxy (M31), 16 November 2022 21:05 

UTC, Slooh Canary Three Telescope 

“There was a time you looked at the stars 

and dreamed of what might be.”  

-Jean-Luc Picard, Star Trek: Nemesis 

While stars, constellations and celestial navigation can 

feel overwhelming, starting out in astronomy does not 

require expensive equipment or extensive knowledge.  

All it takes is the curiosity to look up at the stars in the 

night sky and ask, “What is that?” 

Full Moon, 7 December 2022 00:50 UTC, Slooh 

Chile One Telescope 

Pleiades Star Cluster (M45), 16 November 2022 21:15 

UTC, Slooh Canary Three Telescope 

With unaided eyes, the Andromeda Galaxy (Galaxy M31)—

located 2.5 million light years away from Earth—is visible. 

The moons of Jupiter, star clusters, and even the craters on 

the moon can be seen with a simple set of binoculars.  In fact, 

astronomers and stargazing enthusiasts recommend starting 

with a decent set of 7x to 10x binoculars, as they are 

comparable to the view of an amateur telescope, for a 

fraction of the price. 

For those who compete with “light pollution” (artificial light 

found in urban areas which makes it difficult to see the night 

sky), planetariums have programs and applications available 

to interested stargazers.   

Through a local community college, members of the USS 

Marie Curie were recently introduced to the Slooh Online 

Telescopes, which operate out of both the Canary Islands 

Observatory Institute of Astrophysics of the Canary Islands 

(IAC), Observatorio del Teide, Izaña, Tenerife, the Chile 

Observatory La Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile 

(PUC), and the Santa Martina Observatory in La Dehesa, 

Santiago, Chile. 

The photos on this page and the next were taken by USS 

Curie crewmembers using these platforms, and can be used 

by anyone with internet access and the curiosity to ask, 

“What’s out there?” 
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Orion Nebula (M42), 7 December 2022 01:55 UTC, Slooh Chile One Telescope 

Sources: 

https://www.iau.org/ 

https://earthsky.org/ 

https://skyandtelescope.org/ 

https://www.britannica.com/science/astronomy/History-of-astronomy 

https://www.wwu.edu/astro101/a101_constellations.shtml 

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/navigation 

https://www.historyhit.com/how-celestial-navigation-changed-maritime-history 

https://seahistory.org/sea-history-for-kids/navigating-by-the-stars/ 

https://www.cantorsparadise.com/navigation-through-stars-ae8c1a3ffbb2 

https://www.slooh.com/everyone 

 

Chief Science Officer Jen 
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STATUS REPORT 
USS Wanderlust Runabout Mission Report 

2022 was another year of adventure on the USS Wanderlust.  

My plan to depart Chehalis RV Resort was thwarted by weather. I rang in the new year and spent the next six days 

snowed in at the campground. Then, I had to hustle out of the area to get out from an incoming flood warning. 

My trip south was much the same as before, along I-5.  I was hurrying to make it to Quartzsite, so I didn’t stop to 

visit this time.  

I did take a short break from driving at Fort Tejon to take in some Army history in California along the way. I was 

exhausted from a week of travel by the time I reached Palm Springs, so I rested two nights in Joshua Tree National 

Park.  I spent the rest of January and February 2022 camping with my Rainbow Nomads group, making new 

friends. Then I camped at Van Aid, a massive rendezvous of nomads to build out and upgrade the various vehicles 

they live in. 

 I decided to see the Grand Canyon after leaving Quartzsite 

and headed north at the start of March. A brief stay in 

Cottonwood, Az., gave me a delightful wine tasting at 

Alcantara vineyard.  It was still winter as I saw the canyon, 

though, and my pictures are a little unique as they show snow 

on the rim. I progressed east along Route 66/I-40 stopping to 

see Midpoint Cafe, Cadillac Ranch, and Big Texan Steak 

Ranch. Alas, I did not try the 72oz steak challenge.  
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  My second season at Scarborough Faire was as delightful as the 

first, despite the deadly heats we worked through. This time, I 

got to camp the weekends with friends.  Fun was had with 

shenanigans consisting of neon yellow garb and assorted 

confetti cannons.  

I indulged in my Civil War interest with visits to Honey Springs, 

Massard Prairie, Pea Ridge, and Wilson’s Creek Battlefields as I 

moved northward to Wisconsin.  I wish I could have explored 

the sites by bicycle instead of simply driving the tour roads, but 

the heat was simply too extreme.  
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Ensign Bianca 

Now, we have time to repair and refit the runabout, and plan the 

next year’s away missions. Plans include participating in a Civil 

War reenactment in Gettysburg, building skill in archery, and 

looking for bison in the national parks. 

 

Sadly, my cat Prim passed out of this world in November. He 

had been my constant companion for nearly three years, and 

his loss is keenly felt. Though a new co-cat has come aboard 

the Wanderlust, Proper (my second cat) and I miss him dearly. 

At the close of Texas Renaissance Festival, I bade my new 

friends farewell and headed west as the weather got cooler. 

My stops at Carlsbad Caverns and Guadalupe Mountains 

National Parks seemed like a fitting way to spend my final leg 

of travels in 2022. I felt some pride and achievement again as 

I gazed outward from atop Guadalupe Peak. My travels 

concluded with a return to Quartzsite to spend Christmas and 

the new year with the Rainbow Nomads. 

 

I worked my first season at Bristol Renaissance Faire with 

Music of The Spheres, selling windchimes.  Newfound friends 

came from all angles at the show, and there are so many more 

I could list.  My faire family became my new family.  

The high cost of travel changed my plans to return to the 

northwest, so I set course for Texas Renaissance Festival in 

Todd Mission, Texas, with stops at Fort Donelson, Shiloh, 

and Vicksburg Battlefields. I found myself busy enough at this 

show to be less able to explore TRF than I would have liked, 

but the season for Music of The Spheres was a good one. My 

new friends taught me a lot about the community of rennies, 

and I look forward to seeing them again in the spring.  
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CAPTAIN’S LOG 

Captain Steven 

Greetings!  

Welcome to the year 2023. What new adventures await us? 

While that is difficult to say specifically, I can say 

that we are in good company here on the Curie.  

We shall continue to go boldly where no one has gone 

before. As a scientific opening to the New Year, and 

to complement Lieutenant Jen’s Celestial Navigation 

piece, allow me to leave you with this picture of the 

moon I took through my telescope on the last evening 

of the year: December 31, 2022. 

Live long and prosper! 
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ENLISTMENT 
Are you a STARFLEET International member? 

Great! Email us at computer@usscurie.org and let us 

know what you want in a SFI chapter, and we’ll find a 

place for you in our online community. 

 

Not a STARFLEET International member? 

No worries! While we highly recommend joining SFI, our 

chapter accepts interested “civilians” regardless of 

their association. If you’re interested in joining 

STARFLEET, check out their official website at sfi.org, 

then email us at computer@usscurie.org and let us know 

what you’re looking for! 


